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Navigating the Scholarships Application Process



Britney Colorado
Position: Senior Boot Camp
Coordinator
School: Grand Canyon University
Major: Criminal Justice Studies
My Why: Being first-gen and an
immigrant, I wanted to increase my
opportunities and be the first person in
my family to graduate college, setting
the example for my younger sisters.



Janiel Fonseca
Position: College Access Coordinator
(West Valley)
School: Arizona State University
(Downtown)
Major: Kinesiology
My Why: As a first generation graduate,
I want to give students the support I
wish I had and help give them the tools
to dream big and achieve big.



Nicole Ruiz
Position: College Access Coordinator
(Valley of the Sun)
School: Arizona State University 
Major: Business Entrepreneurship
My Why: As a first-gen student, I want
to provide resources and support to
empower others with knowledge and
access to college, helping them achieve
their dreams.





The high school class of 2023 left more than $4 billion in Pell Grants on the table
by not completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), according
to a new analysis by the National College Attainment Network (NCAN). And $100

million in scholarship money due to the lack of applicants.

$4,100,000,000



Let’s Discover our “WHY”

One of the ways to stay on track
senior year is to remember our "why."

Why do you want to go to college?

Activity: on a sheet of paper, draw
your why









Awards you can receive with your unweighted GPA



Obama
Scholars

Presentation

OBAMA
SCHOLARS

https://eoss.asu.edu/sites/default/files/President_Barack_Obama_Scholars_Program_0.pdf
https://eoss.asu.edu/sites/default/files/President_Barack_Obama_Scholars_Program_0.pdf
https://eoss.asu.edu/sites/default/files/President_Barack_Obama_Scholars_Program_0.pdf










APPLICATION
PROCESS

Being
prepared
makes the
application

process easier
and faster.



Items you should have ready before beginning...



Tips to be a Scholarship Pro

Scholarships are competitive...



Resources at your fingertips

You can search your future
college/university website for scholarship
and work-study opportunities.
Ask your counselor for known scholarships.
Ask community organizations for scholarship
opportunities.
Ask your employer for scholarship offers (i.e.
Starbucks offer its employees a chance at
receiving a full ride to ASU’s online degree
programs.)
Visit your local libraries (i.e. College Depot)



WHAT TO LOOK FOR!

Look for keywords that apply to you (e.g.
“first generation”, “Hispanic”, “STEM major”,
“pre-med”, etc.) 
This will help your search for scholarships
much easier, and help you find the right one
for you.
Look at the due date and eligibility
requirements before all else. 
You don’t want to get your hopes up only to
find out you don’t meet the requirements or
the due date has already passed.

Keep your eye
out on the
eligibility

requirements



Understand The
Scholarship

Review Process



The Review Process

The review
process for every
scholarship is
different. Some
look at it in a
holistic view, while
pthers are very
specific.

After the
deadline,
scholarships often
take 1-2 months to
be reviewed and
announce their
winner.

But typically , they will create:
A simple online application
process.
A review process where
they examine your activities
and accomplishments,
determine eligibility, weed
out applicants, and meet
the requirements.
They narrow down their list.
They select a winner.



How To Follow
Up After

Submitting An
Application



Following up after your application



SCHOLARSHIP
SEARCH
ENGINES



SEARCH ENGINES

www.fastweb.com

www.collegeboard.org

www.cappex.com

www.niche.com

www.scholarshipamerica.org

www.scholarshipsaz.org

www.scholarships.com

www.unigo.com

www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org

https://www.phoenixpub
liclibrary.org/collegedep
ot/scholarships 



Scholarships

The Flinn
Scholarship

Program

Due Oct. 21, 2024



Are you
unDACAmented?

There are also
scholarships

for you!



SEARCH ENGINES FOR
UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS

www.scholarshipsaz.org

www.mydocumentedlife.org
https://www.phoenixpub
liclibrary.org/collegedep
ot/scholarships 

www.scholarships.com

www.immigrantsrising.org

www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org

https://linktr.ee/DreamerResourcesAZ 

https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/collegedepot/scholarships
https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/collegedepot/scholarships
https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/collegedepot/scholarships
https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/collegedepot/scholarships
https://linktr.ee/DreamerResourcesAZ
https://linktr.ee/DreamerResourcesAZ


SCHOLARSHIPS 



BE A LEADER FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

ALL active SBC students are welcome to apply
at the end of the school year.



Proposition 308 Update
What is PROP-308?

Arizona voters passed Prop 308 in November 2022
Proposition 308, recently passed in Arizona, allows undocumented immigrants
who graduate from an Arizona high school to pay in-state tuition vs. out-of-state
tuition. 

Starting Fall 2023, the public in-state universities have began awarding funding to
all students. 

All students regardless of immigration status may be eligible for institutional
financial aid and merit based scholarships.



Britney.colorado@bealeader.org

You can schedule a 1-1 meeting
with me using this link:
bit.ly/3Rvohj1

Contact Information



Next Virtual Workshop in
November, register with: 

bit.ly/SBCresume24 



Next In-Person Workshop
in November, register with: 

bit.ly/BALF-WORKSHOPS 



Thank You!


